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FRUIT  AND  VEGETABLE  BRANCH 
'    ADMI NI S T RA1  I VE  LETTER  NO.  32 

VE  GET  A  BLE '  MARKET  ING-  DI VI S I  ON 

i  .  »■  • 

SURPLUS  VEGET^LE  PURCIL'.SEJ)OCKET :  ; 

A  docket  is  being  developed  authorizing  purchases  under  Section  32  of  Public 
Lot  320  for  the  six-month  period  beginning  July  1.    Emphasis  is  being  placed  on 
making  efforts  to  move  surpluses  through  regular  trade  channels  before  resorting  to 
Section  32  purchases.    Maximum, purchase  prices  being  considered  are  in  most  instance 
approximately  the  same  as  those  which  have  been  used  during  the  last  year. 

T RQ 'ISP_ORT;.T  I £NJSITUAT  10  N^ 

The  Division  is  working  closely  with  the  Marketing  Facilities  Branch  in  antici- 
pating needs  for  refrigerator  cars  during  the  coming  months.    Recommendations  are 
being  made  in  regard  to  action  of  the  Branch  or  position  to  be  taken  with  respect  tc 
this  car  shortage  situation, 

ONION  SET  m VlgORY^JMIJTEE  'MHSTING? 

At  the  request  of  OPA,  Mr.  L.  V.  Card  attended  a  meeting  of  the  Onion  Set  In- 
dustry Advisory  Coirmittee .  in  Chicago  on  June  6. 

C;^ED_VEGST£^LE_STO^IDY_19U5 : 

OPA  has  extended  FPR  1,  Supplement  7.- 1°  permit  canners  to  make  civilian  sales 
of  their  19U5  p&ck  at  the  same  prices  as  were  authorized  for  the  19U+  packs  pending 
release  of  I9U5  maximum  prices.    Since  these  are  reduced  prices  which  were  supple- 
mented by  subsidy  in  19^,,   canners  are  requesting  an  announcement  by  the  WFA  on 
whether  the  CCC  will  make  payment,  in  respect  .to  the  difference  between  the  canners 
civilian  sales  under  the  extended  regulation  and  the  gross  maximum  price.    17FA  is 
waiting  for  a  directive  from  OES  authorizing  and  directing  the  use  of  Commodity 
Credit  Corporation  funds  for  making  subsidy  payment  in  approximately  the  manner  and 
amount  as  in  the  IShh  program.  • 

TRffi_NUT_  INDUSTRY  ADVI .S0RY_  COWR T  TEEMEEJ I NG: 

The  TJFA  Tree  Nut  Industry  Advisory  Committee  will  meet  in  Washington  June  22. 
VJFA  will  discuss  w  ith  the  committee  .  such  problems  as  foreign  trade,  containers, 
labor  and  cold  storage.    The  committee  will  meet  with  OPA  on  June  23 • 

TAR  F00  D_0RDER_120 

The  extension  of  War  Food  Order  .120  to  include  potatoes  produced  in  Currituck, 
Camden,  pas  quota  nk,  Tyrrell,  Hyde,  Beaufort,  and  Pamlico  counties  in  North  Carolina 
and  jLccomac,  Northampton,  Princess  Anne,  and  Norfolk  counties  in  Virginia  became 
effective  June  I].. 

Enforcement  problems  in  this  area  are  much  greater  than  those  met  in  other 
sections  in  which  the  order  has  been  in  effect.    This  is  due,  to  a  great  extent,  to 
the  large  number  of  trucks  operating  in  the  area. 

Kern  County,  California,     is  the  only  other  area  covered  by  the  order  at  this 
.  time,  and  operations  there  appear  to  be  proceeding  smoothly. 
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BABY^FOOD  INDUSTRY^ITISORY  BOMITTEE  MEETING: 

A  meeting  of  the  Baby  Food  Industry  Advisory  Committee  with  .representatives  of 
the  0?A  and  TfFA  is  planned  for  June  lkx  19^5.    This  meeting  is  to  be  held  in  Washing- 
ton for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the  supply  of  moat  and  sugar  for  baby  foods.  This 
Branch  is  interested  in  the  production  of  all  baby  foods  and  is  sponsoring  the  meet- 
ing. 

CANNED_^GET^LE_INDUSTHY  AD  VI  SO OLm^TEEJ.IEET INGj_ ' 

The  Canned  Vegetable  Industry  Advisory  Committee  met  in  Washington  with  repre-  ■ 
sentatives  of  the  Rationing  Division,  OPA,  and  repre  sent  rib  ives  of  WA  on  May  29, 
19l(-5»  to  discuss  the  possibility  of  reducing  the  quantity  of  sugar  to  be  used  in 
canned  vegetables  of  the  19^4-5  pack.    The  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Branch  recommended  that 
the  quantity  of  sugar  to  be  used  in  19U5  °e  reduced  to  80  per  cent  of  the  quantity 
used  in        \  on  a  per  case  basis  for  the  following  canned  vegetables:    sweet  corn^ 
green  peas,  peas  and  carrots,  and  succotash,  and "a  reduction  to  60  per  cent  of  the 
quantity  used  in  canned  "sweet  potatoes.     It  was  also  recoram ended  that  no  sugar  be. 
used  for  canned  lima  beans,  beets,  and  carrots.     The  committee  members  were  agreed 
that  any  reduction  in  the  quantity  of  sugar  for  use  in  canned  vegetables  should  be 
contingent  upon  similar  reductions  being  made  in  other  food  industries  including 
bnverages.    Should  conditions  change  at  any  time  during  the  season  that  would  make 
it  possible  to  restore  the  quantity  of  sugar  to  the  19^4+  usage,  such  action  should 
be  taken.    The  Advisory  Committee  concurred  in  this  recommendation. 

L.  S.  Fenn,  Chief. 


PROCESSED  PRODUCTS  STANDARDIZATION  AND  INSPECTION  DIVISION 

Mr.  Harold  S.  Oliver  of  our  Easton,  Maryland  office  recently  presented  a  grad- 
ing demonstration  for  the  Easton  High  School  vocational  agricultural  class.  Mr. 
Oliver  also  pointed  out  the  reasons  for    canners  desiring  and  needing  first  class 
fruit  and  vegetables  so  that  these  high  school  boys  will  have  a  mental  picture  of 
what  is  desired  when  they  go  into  the  fields  this  summer. 

The  following  other  inspectors  have  also  recently .participated  in  gradinr  demoi- 
strations : 

group  for  -mm 

DEMONSTRATION  GIVEN 


DATE 
U/28A5 


5/16/1+5 


V25A5 
5/25A5 


INSPECTOR  IN  CHARGE 
■  OF  DEMONSTRATION 


Ruthmary  Schrepel 

Helen  M.  Chaapel 
Cheryl  C.  Root 

Catherine  E.  Starka 

Catherine  E.  Starks 

Lillian.  17.  Anderson 


Food  Purchasing  Class 
and  Food  Industries 
Class,  Oregon  State 
College 

American  Red  Cross 
Nutrition  Class 

Clovis  Farm  Bureau 

Progressive  Home  Club 

Home  Economics  Class 
University  of  Minnesota 


ADDRESS 
Corvallis,  Oregon 

Baltimore,  Maryland 

Clovis,  California 
Fresno,  California  • 
Minneapolis,  Minn. 


F.  L.  Southcrlcjid,  Acting  Chief. 
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FRUIT  MAHCETING"  DIVISION 

^LIFORNIi^PLUMS 

Grade  and  size  regulations  on  shipments  of  the  Beauty,  Formosa,  and  Santa  Rose 
varieties  of  California  plums  were  instituted  by  orders  issued  "by  the  Director  of 
Marketing  Services  on  May  30,   effective  for  the  period  May  $1  through  July  15,  19U5- 
This  action  was  recommended  to  T3FA  on  May  23  by  the  plum  Commodity  Committee  estab- 
lished under  the  marketing  agreement  program  for  California  fresh  Bartlett  pc^.rs, 
plums,  and  Elberta  peaches. 

^PRICOT  £10  PLXJM_CEILING_PEICE£ 

Maximum  prices  for  the  19U5  crop  of  fresh  apricots  and  fresh  plums  were  estab- 
lished by  Amendment  109  to  Maximum  price  Regulation  ij.26,   effective  June  1,  19US* 
The  new  f.o.b.  country  shipping  point  ceiling  prices  for  graded  fresh  apricots  pro- 
duced in  Zone  1  (California)  and  Zone  II  (Vfashington  and  Oregon)  per  pound,  are  9«0 
cents  through  June  15  and  7«6  cents  from  Juno  16  to  end  of  season  for  intrazone 
sales;  and  11#0  cents  through  June  2L  and  9*6  cents  from  June  25  to  end  of  season 
for  interzone  sales.     There  are  no  f.o.b.  country  shipping  point  ceiling  prices  for1 
Zone  III  (all  othor  States).     The  ceiling  at  any  wholesale  receiving  point  for  apri' 
cots  produced  in  Zone  III  is  the  Zone  I  and  II  interzone  price  plus  freight  and  pro- 
tective service  from  Yakima,  'Washington. 

There  have  been  no  changes  in  the  19^  f«o.b.  country  shipping  point  ceiling 
prices  for  sales  of  fresh  plums  grown  in  California,  Oregon,  and  Washington,  but 
changes  have  been  made  in  the  maximum  markups  for  both  apricots  and  plums. 

iJTLE  CEILING  ADJUSTMENT 

Special  ceiling  prices  for  summer  apples,  through  June  20,  of  03 • 53  f»o.b. 
country  shipping  point  when  graded  and  packed  in  standard  containers,  or  7*8  cents 
per  pound  for  non-standard  packs,  were  established  by  ijnendment  108  to  Maximum  Price 
Regulation  1+26,  issued  by  0PA,  effective  May  29,  19'+5«    This  adjustment  was  made  to 
compensate  for  an  indicated  short  crop  in  most  of  the  summer,  apple  sections  and  con* 
sideration  will  be  given  to  the  need  for  a  further  adjustment  in  the  ceiling  price 
regulations  after  the  official  crop  report  figures  are  available. 

EASTERN  APPLE  PIJRqL'^SE 

purchases  of  Eastern  apples  from  storage  for  the  school  lunch  program  ar. "  for 
other  institutional -use  have  been  concluded.    A  total  of  1,051,770  bushels  (tiie 
equivalent  of  approximately  1,670  cars)  were  purchased  under  this  program.     Of  this 
quantity,  213,li-t-3  bushels  were  U.S.  No.  1,  2.  to  ?-l/L|.  inches  in  diameter  at  $1«5Q 
per  bushel,  and  838,627  bushels  were  Combination  U.S.  No.  1  and  Utility  (or  better 
grades),  2-l/i|  inches  minimum  diameter  at  0l«75  Pcr  bushel. 

jS0UraERN_PS.XHES 

The  indicated  record  Southern  peach  crop  is  moving  to  market  earlier  than  usua^ 
822  cars  having  moved  from  Georgia,  110  from  South  Carolina,  II4.  from  North  Carolina, 
and  i|  from  Arkansas  through  June  2,   as   compared  with  92  cars  from  Georgia  and  1  fron 
North  Carolina  through  the  same  period  in  19-M-4-*    Daily  shipments  of  peaches  from 
Georgia  this  week  have  been  around  130  cars.     The  market  for  peaches  has  been  hold- 
ing steady  at  ceiling. 

(Continued  on  page  1+) 
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FRESH  PRODUCTS  STANDiilDIZ/JTION  AND  INSPECTION  DIVISION 

CHECK  THE  D^TE_ON  J]  INS_TRUCnONS__TO  INSPECTORS^  Pi^Tl* 

/attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  some  inspectors  do : not  have  the 
last  revision  of  "Instructions  to  Inspectors,  Part  I", -dated  May  10,  19^+1  •  Inspect- 
ors who  do  not  have  this  circular  should  advise  the  "Washington  office.  . 

JS^TH  OF__BENj;MIN  H._1^;:SLL 

The  many  friends  of  Mr.  Benjamin  H.  Rowell  will  deeply  regret  to  hear  of  his 
sudden  death  on  June  i+,  19^5«  He  came  with  the  Department  of  Agriculture  July  14 
1921  and  has  been  with  the  fresh  fruit  and  vegetable  inspection  work  since  then.. 
He  served  for  many  years  at  Indianapolis,  Chicago,  and  New  York  City,  During  the 
last  few  years  he  has  been  located  at  Oakland,  California,  where  he  has- had  chrrge 
of  the  inspections  for  the  Navy  in  that  area, 

E.  E.  Cqnklin,  Chief. 

FRUIT  HA RKET I1TG  DIVISI01T(  C cnt '  d  ) 

DR JED  FRUITS 

The  19U5  raisin  program  which  was  developed  after  recent  conferences  with  the 
Raisin  Producers  association  and  other  representatives  of  the  California  grape  in- 
dustry, was  announced  by  T-FX  and  OPA  on  June  2.    The  principal  provisions 
of  the  program  include  (a)  the  revocation  of  the  ccmpulscry  raisin  grape  drying 
regulations  which  were  in  effect  during  the  past  three  years,  .(b)  grower  support 
prices  for  raisins,   (c)  revocation  of  ceiling  prices  applicable  to  growers1  sales 
of  natural  $@ndition    raisins,   (d)  maintenance  of  raisin  prices  to  U.  S.  civilians 
at  reasonable  levels  through  a  subsidy  program,  (c)  prohibition  of  the  use  of  rai- 
sins for  beverage  or  byproduct  purposes  without  specific  authorization  granted  by 
the  Director  of  Mrrketing  Services,  YJFA,   (f)  revision1  downward  of  the  prevailing 
ceiling  prices  applicable  to  sales  of  wine,  brandy  and  other  alcoholic  beverages 
produced  from  California  grapes,  and  (g) 'establishment  of  ceiling  prices  on  sales 
of  California  grapes  for  fresh  table  use  and  for  homo  crushing. 

Members  of  the  Dried  Prune  Advisory  Committee  are  meeting  this  week  with  repre 
sentatives  of  HFA  relative  to  support  prices  for  19^5  crop  dried  prunes. 

D.  F.  Hciiillen,  Chief, 


